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PBOPOSED AIR TRAS^ltO LAW.* 

By Prof. Qaorgea Rlpext, of the Paris College bf Lav 
and thd Soaool of Polltloal Solezioe. 

Boientlflo experiments aiad spoxtlxtg activities have "been 
followed hy oonmeifdiU.- ezploltatlozu The InpbrtaQt oltles of 
Europe are ooxmeoted by xegalar aerial navigation aervloe. Thd 
"Indloateux Aerlen" gives the time sohsdulesj the transportation 
rates and the oondltlons for the aooeptance of merobandlse ship- 
ments. Bat when all these aircraft have left the ground, lAiat 
lav is going to control them, their orevs and their passengers 
in this new domain which human intelligence has conquered? 

Let us not imagine that, in overcoming the physical laws 
?bioh seemed to hold him to the ecovsad, man oan thus easily evade 
juridical laws. The law of the country does not abandon him in 
these ethereal spaces* for every country has extended its front- 
iers to the sky and olalms "oomplete and exclusive sovereignty 
over the atmoepherlo space above Its territory."'* 

MoreoveXj the flints are of short duration and every time 

the aviator renews oontaot with the ground, he returns to the 

* From "Premier Congres International de la Navigation Ae'riezme," 
Paris J November, 1931, Vol. I, pp. 171-179. 

This bill has been referred to the "Oommlsslon de la Socie'te' 
d' Etudes leglBlativea" (Committee of the Society for Legislative 
Research) , oooqposed as follows: llr, Fabry, counselor to the Court 
of Cassation, president; Uessrs. Dofouxmantelle, Imbrecq, Henri 
Fabzry, Le'on Jacob, Uantin, Pierrot, Rolland, Lumien, Talamon; 
Mr. Georges Rlpert, chairman and Hr. Rene' Capitant, secretary. 

** International convention of October 13, 1919, for the regula- 
tion of aerlea navigation. Art. l: "The hlfi^ contracting parties 
recognize that each power has complete and exclusive sovereignty 
over the atmospheric space above Its own territory. " 
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juxldloal oonmnmlty whloh, foi the moceut, lie my bave tboughc 
he had left. 

It 1b just beoause It oanhot escape the law that aviation 
demands its dae. It has today only an admlniatxatlve set of 
regulations* and the stibsidles aooorded "by the government. ** 
Xhexe is no aviation oode of lav. 

It is a coxious fact J honevex, that intexnat ional laur has 
here pxeoeded the elaboration of intexnal la«r. An intexnational 
ooznrention signed October 13 j 1919 by the r^xesentatives of ■ 
33 countries "animated vith the desire to aid the development of 
intemationietl aerial oommiuiloationB fox peace purposes"*'''** has 
establi^ed genexal xuiles xelating to the nationality of alxoxaf t 

and to the admission of alrcsraft over foreign territory. It ore- 

* Decree of July &, 1920, regulating air txafflo in France (Jou3>- 
nal offloleli July 13, Bulletin de la Naxrlgatlon Aerlenne, No. 7). 
Decree of Aug. 14, 1930, fixing the conditions fox the issuance 
of aixcxaft navigability certificates (Jouxnal officiel, Aug. 14, 
Bulletin No. 6). Deoxee of Apxll 14« 1920, establishing xegistxar- 
tion xules and the distinctive maxks to be borne by aircraft . 
(Journal offiolel> Aug. 14, Bulletin No. 6). Bulletin of Aug. 36, 
1930, regulating air traffic, beacons and signals (Journal offici- 
el, Aug. 38, Bulletin No. 6). Decree of Sept. 18, 1930, relating 
to licenses of the naviga>ting personnel of civil aeronautics 
(Journal offloiel, Sept. 34, Bulletin No.?). Decree of Sept. 30, 
1920, establishing rules for keeping the books on alrorekft (Jour- 
nal offldel, Oct. 5, Bulletin No. 8). Decree of Jan. 13, 1931, 
establishing the customs rules tp be observed by aircraft landing 
in or leaving France (Jourzial offloiel, Jan. 18, Bulletin No. 11). 
Decree of June 10^ 1931, xegulating the txanspoxtation and use of 
photograph and klnetograph cameras on aircraft. Decree of June 
10, 1931, repealing previous regulations relating to forbidden 
zones. 

♦♦Budget of April 30, 1931, Art. 88. 

*♦♦ The lav of Jan. 39, 1931, authorized the ratifioation of the 
oonvention. It iias completed by an additional protocol I!ay 1, 
1930, whloh was xatified July 15, 1931. 
♦♦♦♦Pxeamble of the oonvention. 



ated em International sir traffic ocimmiBSlon.* Annexds to the 
oozxrexLtlon regulated air treuff Ic In detail. 

It vculd be very . Illogical J now there la an International 
convent Ion, not to have an Internal law. Eense^ the goverzment 
took the Initiative on -March 35i 1930, In In-^roduclng a; hill on 
air traffic.** It amended this bill by a eeoondj designed to be 
Incorporated In the first. This bill has been exsunlned by the 
oomnlsslon^ but I oarinot say that It wa,s a satisfactory guide, 
since It was both Incomplete and disconnected. Thou^ rich In 
penal regulatlonsj It Is very Incomplete In the civil code of 
aviation. It would appear to threaten more than encourage.*** 
On the other hand. Inspired by previous decrees. It has main- 
tained the general progress of police regulation. This bill was, 
however, voted by the chamber of deputies on the recommendation 
of Ur. Baalre, In July, 19S1. Foreign legislation does not yet 

offer any eatlsfaotory model.**** 

* This commission was placed tinder the authority of the Society 
of Nations (Art. 34). 

** The articles of this bill are referred to by the abbreviation 
?r. ("projet," bill). 

fo^i'The original characteristic of this bill," writes Deputy Baz- 
ire in his report, "resides espsoially in its being a collection 
of penalties, which enable quick repression of law infringements." 
**** Qreat Britain .- Law of March 1, 1919, vdiloh enabled the regu- 
lation of air traffic by decree. 

Belgium. ■» Decree of Nov. 37, 1919, supplemented by a depart- 
mental decree adopting the regulations of the International con- 
vention. 

Italy . - Decree of Nov. 37, 1919. 
. Spain .- Decree of Nov. 5, 1919, on air traffic; decree of Ap- 
ril 27, 1980, on rules relating to pilots, observers and mechan- 
ics of the civil air service; decree of April 17, 192O4 on foreign 
aviators in Spain; decree of March 6, 1930, on registration of 
aircraft. 

Switzerland .- Decree of the federal council, Jan. 37, 1930, 
on air traffic regulation in Switzerland. 

Holland . - Decree of Sept. 7, 1930, on air traffic. 
Colombia .- Decree of March 15, 1930, on the regulation of 



In moat ootintrtee, the rules adopted axe sltDple adminlatxatlve 
meeunixes relating to air traffic and ebiefly copies of ihe meas- 
ures of the Intematlbzial oonvention. The deoree of the Swiss 
federal oounoil of January S7» 1930, however, contains certain 
remarkable provisions. 

It la therefore neoeaaaxy to draw up (without the authority 
of tradition nor the exanqple of a foreign law) a law suited to 
the new form of commercial exploitation. This is all the more 
difficult, beoauee a good law must not only satisfy the require- 
ments of the time, but also make suitable provision for the fut- 
ur^evelppment of aviation. Ilhen we search in the juridioal world 
for laws which may aerve us as a basis, we are immediately led to 
think of maritime law. 

The words themaelvea suggest the conpariaon. The vehicle 
beara the name of aircraft and its fli^^ts are called aerial navi- 
gation. These words are no misnomers. Like the ship, the air- 
craft has an individuality and a nationality of its own. It oar- 
riea with it a amaJ.1 colony of pllota and passengers. It oonstl- 
tutea the territory of a small community. The one who guldea it 
must have special rights and dutiea. He is not only an officer, 
but also a ohief. The aircraft, its orew, its passengers aad 
freight run a common risk which may prove dangerous for them and 
others. All these conditions are the very ones which have cre- 
ated maritime laws. 

There Is, however, a difference, which oaomot be disregarded 



Sea ajul land eire In some sort on the aame plan and. the ship nevei- 
leenres Its element. The aircraft fliec above the ground and 
there are' people and propetrty on the ground. Thus there are t^ 
jurldloal TOrlds superposed. On the other hand, an aircraft re~ 
tu:tn8 to the ground and there beoomea .an inert or rolling vehlole. 
Instead of oonparlng It with a ship, vould it not therefore be 
fairer to liken it to an automobile and aub;}eot It to terrestrial 
lavs, slnoe, after flight « it oomes baok to rest ajad renew Its 
8trez3i£fth on the ground? 

I do not think that suoh a oonoeptlon otmld give aviation 
the law it requires. In my opinion, only a constant oonparlson 
with maritime law, with necessary modifications « can make It pos- 
sible to state and solve the problems. Naturally, we must not 
expect to copy an aerial law from a maritime law, which has been 
elaborated by long centuries of work aad which is enacted for a 
perfected system of navigation. But there was a time when marl- 
time voyages were only made along the coast ajod when boats were 
pulled vap on dry land after their return to port. At that tlme^ 
the whole maritime law consisted of but a few very sinple rules. 
Siooh is the aircraft of today, which returns to earth after a 
short flight and sudh are the present aerial laws, taking into 
consideration the progress of juridical science. Soon aJ.roraft 
will remain in the air for days at a tizoe and will make distant 
voySiges. Then aerial laws will be improved and will presumably 
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'beocane more and more like maritime la«8.* 

• PART I.** 

A 1 r o r a f t . 
Caaap. 1. Gteneral ProvlalonB. 

Art, l. ". The present lav applies to all machines, capable 
of lifting themselves or oiroulating in the air (Fr. Art 3). 

Art. 3 .- Military and government airoraft, exolusively as- 
signed to public service, are only subject to the laws relating 
to the responsibility of the proprietor or the exploiter (Pr. 
Art. 8; Conv. Art. 30 and 31). 

Art. 3 .- Eveiry aircraft must be entered in a register, kept 
by the department in charge of the air service. It is distln> 
guiahed by a name or number and by the designation of the class 
to which it belongs (Pr. Art. 3; Oonv. Art. 10). A decree will 
designate the classes of aircraft which are not required to regis- 
ter (Pr. Art. 9). 

Chap. 3. Nationality of. Aircraft. 

Art. 4. - An aircraft entered in the French regiater has the 
French nationality and must carry symbol of this nationality ao- 

cording to regulations (Pr. Art. 1 and 5; Oonv. Art. 6 and 10). 

Does it not. thus come under fluvial law? In countries where 
fluvial law is ii^portant (Belgium^ Hollandj Germany) , river and 
canal tran^ortation are governed by maritime law or rules based 
on this law. 

** The abbreviation "Pr. " refers to the proposed law zoted by the 
Chamber of Deputies; "Obnv. " to the convention of October 13. 
1919. 
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Art, 5 .- No alroxaft ddH t>b liegl stored In franoe iinleaa it 
belongs entirely to Frendbaen (Pr. Art. 3; Connr. kzt, 1 , pas. 1). 

Ozily FSisnoIi ooBipaniee oan be registered as the proprietors 
of aircraft. Uoreovers in partner sbipa, all the persons assooi- 
ated by name and all silent partners and, in stook oonpaAles, the 
president of the administrative ooimoil, the manager and at least 
tvo-thirds of the dlxeotors mast be French (Fr. Art. 3; Conv. Art. 
7 J par. 2). 

Art. 6 .- An aircraft registered in France loses its Frenoh 
nationality* if the conditions of Art. 5 are not fulfilled or if 
its proprietor has it registered in a foreign country (Pr. Art. 3} . 

Art. 7 .- Any aircraft registered in a foreign country oon be 
entered in the Frenoh register only after the erasure of Its en- 
try on the foreign register (Pr. Art. 3; Conv. Art. 8 and 9). 

Art. 8 . - Aircraft of foreign nationality cannot fly over 
TvQTidh. territory unless the right is acoorded them by a dlplomatlo 
convention or if they receive authorization, which must be spec- 
ial and tezBporaxy (Fr. Art. 1; Ctonv. Art. 5). 

Art. 9. - The commercial transportation of passengers and 
freight between different points on French territory and between 
Frajaoe and the Frenoh colonies is reserved to French aircraft, with 
the privilege of according fecial and temporary oonoeaslons by de- 
cree (Conv. Art. 16 and 17)... 

Art. 10.- The Juridical relations between passengers on a for- 
eign aircraft in fli^t are governed by the law of the ocrantiry of 



. the alxoTBftf vhoderer auoh 1&# ij| noxuuiiiy ooiqpetenti 

• ■ 

- Howavex*' In oase of a oxlmo oommlttsd on a foreign alxoreft^ 
Frenoth ooxixts axe opnqpetent, if the author or the vlotlm. Is of 
Fxenoh- nationality « ox If the ailxoxaft lands in Fxanoe .after the 
.oommlsei^ of the oxlme (Oosv. - Axt. 3S aod 33). 

O^ffP* ■?! 9w^*T»Mt? firvS MyrtrPFrP^ne of Aircraft. 

- Art. 11 . »• The Tagiatar gives the nazae and address of the own- 
er of the. airoraft« the type. of maohine and its name or ntsnber. 

Art, 18 .- Airor^t are personal property for the applloation 
of the laws of the oivll oode, but the cession of property must 
be oonflxmed in writing and only affeote third parties by being 
entered in the register. 

Ev«ry property transfer, by decrease or otherwise, must be 
recorded in the register at the request of the new proprietor. 

Art. 13 . - Registrations are public property and any one may 
obtain a certified copy. 

Art. 14. - Aircraft may be mortgaged. The mortgage is re- 
corded in the register. The law of July 5, 1917, on fluvieuL mort- 
gages has been declared applicable to aircraft mortgagesj the of- 
ficial who keeps the register being substituted for the registrar 
of the tribunal of commerce for this purpose. 

Chap.. 4.. Selaure and Sale . 
Art. 15. The seizure and forced sale of an aircraft are made 
as provided by the law of July 5« 1917 « on the registration and 
mortgaglxig of river boats j and the record of the proceedings is 
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always entexed In the xeglstez. 

Art. 16 .- In o&se of seizure for infringement of a patent, 
the propxietez of the foreign airoraf t^ or his representative, ma? 
ol>tain a release on d^ositing a bond, the aiaoiuod: of vhiohj in 
default of imitual agreement, is fixed Tsrith the least possible d«>- 
lay by the jnstioe of the peace of the plaoe of seizure (Fx. Art. 
16; Gontr. Axt. 18). ■ ' 

Art. 17 .*- mihen the proprietor of the aircraft is not domioil- 
ed in France, or vheo. the aircraft is of foreign nationality, 
any creditor has the rlg^t to make a seisure with the authoxiza-" 
tion of the justice of the peace of the canton vhexe the aixoxaft 
has landed* The judge may grant a trithdranal of the ssizure, if 
the proprietor offers to deposit a bond equal to the amount of the 
indebtedness claimed, and he can order such ^thdranal, on fixing* 
the amount of the bond, in case of dispute over the amount of the 
debt (Px. Axt. 39). 

Art. 18 .- The jmblio autOiorities have the right to seize any 
French or foreign aircraft nhidh does not ftafill the conditions 
provided by lav, ox of vhioh the pilot has ooimnitted an infxaction. 

An aixoxaft can be confiscated only in cases pxovided by laxr 
(Pr. Art. 39). 
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PART II. 
Air Traffic . 
7 Rlaait of Glroulatlon . 

Art. 19 . - Aircraft may oiroulate freely above Frenoh terrl- 
tory« ezoeptlng for the reservations of Art. 8 (Gonr. Art. 5). 

However, the right for an alrora.ft to fly over property caui- 
not be exerolsed \xnder oondltlons suoh as to Interfere with the 
rl^ts of the proprietor. 

Art. 30 .-" Fllgiht over certain portions of French territory 
may be prohibited by decree for military reasons. The location 
and extent of the forbidden zones must be definitely indicated by 
the decree. 

Any aircraft which enters a forbidden zone is required, as 
aoon as it becomes awajre of the fact, to give the proper signal 
and land on the nearest airdrome outside the forbidden zone (Pr. 
Art. 10; Gowr. Art. 3 and 4). 

Art. 31.- An aircraft may fly over a city or town onJ.y at 
suoh an altitiode that it would always be possible to land outside 
the city or town or on a piibllo airdrome, even if the engine 
should stop (Pr. Art. 30). 

Art. 3a .- All aorobatlo stunts, oonsisting of perilous and 
useless evolutions, are forbidden above cities or the part of an 
airdrome open to the public (Pr. Art. 30, par. 3). 

Art. 33 .- Evolutions of aircraft for public exhibition can 
occur only with pezmission of the chief of police after consultar- 
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tion with the mayor. 

If tlie teat oonslets of a trip Inoludlng several suooesalv . 
azidlngSj the pexmlSBlon la given by. tlie Ulnlater of the Interior 
IFr. Axt. 19). 

■ Ohaxi. 8. Landing oad. Alrdroraea . 
Art. 34 .- Except In caaea of uxgeaft' neoeaalty, alxoraft isuc. 
land only on alxdrcanea open to the publlo (Pr. Art. 4; Oonv. Art. 
34). 

Art. 35 .- In oase of landing on private property, the ormer 
cf the land aaimot oppoae the departure or removal of an eilroraft, 
the aelzure of irhloh haa not been ordered. 

Art. 36 .- An airdrome la any field apeolally prei>axed for the 
departure and landing of aircraft and dealgned to aenre air traffic 
either In a publlo or private capacity. 

Art. 87 .- Public airdrome a are created by the cent raJ. govern- 
ment, the "departmenta" (oountlea) or the "communea" ( toimahlpa) , 

Depa.rtmental and communal alrdromea can only be established 
with the authorization of the minister In charge of the alr aexv- 
loe and they are subject to the suxvelllanoe of goverzanent agent a 
(Pr. Art. 4; Conr. Art. 34). 

Art. 38 .- Fielda to be acquired for the establishment of pub- 
llo airdromes may be the object of a declaration of publlo utility 
by debreea rezuiered In the foxn of publlo admlnlatratlve reguls/- 
tlona (Pr. Art. 41). 

Art. 39.- An airdrome may be eat^bllahed by the oimer of the 



field only by administrative paxmisalon. 

The permit may specify that the airdrome must be open to all 
airoraft, in which oaae it will fix the rent to be paid the owner 
of the land. The permit may be withdrawn, if the oonditions are 
not observed (Pr. Art. 4). 

Art. 30.- Aircraft whidh cover international routes must teike 
off from and land on special airdxcmes« termed frontier aisrdromea. 
In crossing the frontier « they must follow a route determined by 
the administrative authority (Pr. Art. 14, Conv. Art. 15, par. S). 

Certain types of aircraft may, by reason of the nature of 
their workj be earoused from landing on the frontier airdromes. 
The permit designates, in this oase, the airdrcme of Sirrival and 
departure, the route to be followed and the signals to be given on 
passing the frontier. 

Caisp. 3. Air Traffic Police . 

Art. 31.' The commander, pilots, mechanics, and all other per- 
sons oonnecbed with the operation of em aircraft must hecre license<. 
under oOTditions determined by ministerial decree. 

Licenses of oommanders and pilots of French aircraft malelng 
international trips can only be granted to Frenchmen (Pr. Art. 6, 
00X17. Art. 18 and 13). 

Art. 32.- Mo aircraft oan engage in air traffic, tmless it has 
been registered and is provided with a navigability oertlf ioate, 
issued ctfter inspect ion of the marine, tinder oomdltions determined 
by ministerial decree. 
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The dsozeBwlll ftizther detszalna the pleoas tc loB caxrled o'x: 
tbSn adroraf t and. the- maxka to be painted on It (Fx. Art. 6, 7 aiid 
9, Gomr. Art. 11, 19 and 30). 

Art. 35 . - Without egpeolal authorlzatlonj alroraft are forbid- 
den to oarry eocploslves, arms and ivar munitions, homing pigeons 
and objects of oorre^ondenoe oooiprised In the postaJ. monopoly. 

Transportation euid use of photograph oamereks may be forbidden 
by ministerial deoree (Pr. Art. 11, Gozer, Art. 36 to 89). 

Art. 34 .- No radio instrument oan be insteilled on an alxoxeSt 
iritbout epeoial permission. 

Alroraft assigned to a public passenger transportation oocipa- 
ny must be provided trith radio instruments under conditions to be 
fixed by deoree^ 

In every instance, men assigned to radio service must be pro- 
vided vith fecial licenses (Pr. Art. 13, Gonv. 14). 

Art. 55 . - Every 8irr!i.eJfc, leuading on an airdrome Is srubjeot 
to inspection and survslllanoe by the axlministrative authorities 
(Pr. Art. 13, Gonv. Art. 31). 

Art. 36 . - Every aircraft in oiroulation, nherever it may be, 
must 8u1::<iiit to the orders of the post office depeuctment euid to the 
police and customs aircraft, under whatever form such orders may 
be given (Pr. Art. 13, Gonv. Art. 15, par. !)•. 

Art. 37 .-- Aircraft flying exolusively over airdromes and re- 
gions assigned by administrative authorities as experiment fields 
are not subject to the conditions retired by law for air traffic. 
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They aannot, however, carry paaaengerfl, unlefls provided wit'u 

xiavlgabillty oertlf loates (Pr. Art. 31). 

Art. 58 .-- Certlfloates of navigability and lioanaea, issued 
l>y the government nhose nationality the aircraft possesses, are 
honored for f lififht above French territory, if the equivalent has 
been allowed by inte3niational aonvention or by decree. 

FART III. 
Air Traffio . 

Ghap. 1. Transportation of Merohandlse . 

Art. 39 . - A contract for carrying freight is confirmed by a 
way-bill or receipt. This document must contain, in addition to 
the stipulations of Art. 102 of the "Oode de Commerce," the state- 
ment that the shipment is to go by air. 

Art. 40 ." The carrier must fill out a manifest, designating 
the nature of the merchandise carried. A duplicate of the xnani- 
f eat must be oaxxied on the aircraft and must be shown on demand 
to agenta of the traffic police and to cuatoma agents. 

Art. 41 .-- The carrier la responalble for loaa or' damage of 
. gooda carried, aaide from acta of Providence or def ecta inherent ' 
in the G^oda. 

If, however, the value of the gooda la not deolared by the 
ahlpper, the reoponalblllty of the carrier la limited to 1000 
francs for each paokage. 

Art. 43 . - The carrier may, by a special olause, free himself 
from the responsibility otherwise devolving on him by reason of 
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the risks of the air and of errors OOinmltted by the orev. 

This olause relieves the osirrler of responsibility j- only on 
condition that the aJLrcxaft is in good navigable condition on 
starting. The adxqlnlstrative oortlf loate oarrles a presuiqptlon 
of navlgBblllty, vhloh mayj hairever, be overthrown by proof to 
the contrary. 

. Art. 43 .- All clauses are mill« whose .object Is to relieve 
the qarxier of re^onsibillty for himself or his subordinate Sj in 
loading, storing and delivering goods. 

Art. 44 . - The oomiDander has the rig^t to have the merohajidise 
thrown ovexboard during the trip« if it is necessary for the safety 
of the airCTaft. if a choice is possible, he oust throw overboard 
msTchajidlse of sraall value. ITo responsibility devolves on the 
carrier, toward the shipper and addressee, for. this loss. 

Art. 45,- With the preceding exceptions, the rules of the 
"Code de eommerce," relating to transportation by land and water, 
apply to transportation by air. 

Chap. 3> Passengers . 

Art. 46.- The contract for carrying a passenger must be oon- 
firmed by the issuance of a tidket. 

A list is made of the names of the passengers, a di^U^oate 
of which must be kept on the aircraft and aoimnunloated on ^awwnH 
to agents of the traffic police. 

This does not apply, however, to round non-stcp flights back 
to the airdrome of departure. 



Art. 4:7 .- For inuBxnapional traajspox-feation, the oairiei oaa 
only aooept passengers » after salzdng sure tbat tbey are reguleurly 
authorized to land at the point of destination or intermediate 
frtatlone. 

Art. 48 .- The carrier* may relieve himself of re^onsihillty 
for accidents to the psAsengers in aooordanoe with the proTisions 
of Art. 43. 

Chap. S. Renting Aircraft . 

Art. 49 .- In oase an aircraft is rented fox several succes&- 
ive trips and for a given period of time, the conmandex, pilot and 
orerr remain, exoept on agreement to the contrary. Tinder the orders 
of the ocmer of the aircraft. 

Art. 50 . - The ovmer of an aircraft let to a third party re- 
mains subjeot to the legal requirements and is held responsible, 
together yrith the renter, for their violation. 

However, if the renting oontract is recorded in the xegistex 
and if the xentex fulfills the required conditions fox Fxenoh aix^ 
craft, he is alone held responsible for fulfilling the legal obli- 
^tions. 

■ 

PART nr. 

Regponsibilitv for Damages. 
Art. SI.- Pilots are expected to conform to the regulations 
with reference to the air traffic police, to the route, to the 
lights atnd signals and to taJce all necessary precautions for avoid- 
ing accidents. 
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Art. 53 .- In case of daoagB ctons tjy an alrop.aft In fligjtt to 
another alroraft in fligjit^ the reeponfibllity of tie pilots and 
of the owner of the eircroTt ig reffilf-ted ?.n conf orMty with the 
7>i'07l8ions of the civil code (?r. Art. 5, par. S). 

Art. 55 .- The owner of an aircraft la responsible for damages 
caused hy the evolutions of an aircraft, or by objeobs becoming 
'ietaohed from lt« to persona or property on the ground. 

This responsibility oan be escaped only by proving the fault 
of the victim (Pr. Art. 5). 

Art. 54 .- It is forbidden to throw from an aircraft in flight 
except for urgent reasons ^ axqr objects -nhateoerer, with the exoep-- 
tion of the regular ballast (Pr. Art. 15, .par. 3). 

In OEiee objects or the regular ballast, thrown out by neces- 
sity, cause injury to persons ' and property on the ground, the re- • 
Bponslblllty will be regulated in accordance with the provisions, 
of the fore^ing article (Suisse, Art; 33). 

Art. 55 .- In the case of a rented aircraft, the owner and the 
-renter are jointly responsible toward third parties for damages 
inflicted (Suisse, Art. 36). 

However, if the renting is recorded in the register, the own- 
er is re^onsible, if the third party proves fault on his part. 

Art. 56 . - The suit for damages may be broufi^t, at the option 
of the plaintiff, either before the court of the town where the 
daraage is done, or before the court of the town where the defend- 
ant resides. 
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If It Is aa injury dons an aizoraft In illgtiii, the court 
of tlie plaoe of Injuxy is the one within the joizisdlctlon of 
-^Ziloh the vdotim Is obliged to land after the Injury (Suisse, 
Art. 33). 

Art. 57 . -» The law of April 89, 1916 > on laariti'jie assistanos 
and salvage applies to aircraft in peril at sea and to the pilote 
of aircraft tirho can lend assistance to persons in peril (Pr. Art. 
17 and 18, Cosnr. Art. 88 and 33). 

Art. 58. - Any one tiho finds the wredk of an aircraft must re- 
port it to the munloipal authorities within 48 hours of its dis^ 
covery. Any infraction of this reguiTezaent is subject to the pez^ 
alties in Art. 475, par. 13, of the penal code (Fr. Art. IS). 

The rules regarding maritime wreclcs apply only to aircraft 
found on the sea or seaooaat (Conv. Art. 33).. 

Art. 59 .- In oajae of the disappearance of an aircraft without 
ne^s. It is considered lost three months a.fter the date of the dis- 
patch of the last news. 

The death of the persons on an aircraft zoay, after the eapir- 
ation of this period, be declared txy the application of the lavir 
of January 8, 1893. 

PART V. 
Penalties . 

(Under this head, there vrill be inserted the penal provls-' 
'^.ons in the legislative bill drawn up by the government. ) 

7ranslated by the national Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. 




■t * . ***** 



